________________________________________

Free Merchandise Update:

Steve made an attempt to make Oak Haven truck magnet emblems, but he was dissatisfied with them and did not want to send them out.  Corrections are being made and other free merchandise is in the works!  If you want to receive Oak Haven Forages free merchandise by mail, be sure to send us your mailing address if you have not already done so.

________________________________________

Oak Haven Forages customer privacy:

We would like to assure everyone that any emails and mailing addresses freely given to Oak Haven Forages are not given away or sold to other agencies.  Your junk mail and junk emails will not increase because anything we do with your information!  You may notice that other than listing some of our dealers on the DEALERS page, we do not clutter our website with advertising.  Oak Haven Forages survives by supplying the best products for you to use and we would do nothing to jeopardize the trust you have in us!

________________________________________

Steve answers some frequently asked questions:

Hey folks, it’s planting time here in the south and time to get the food plots rolling.  I am afraid it’s going to be a tough year for wildlife due to an early “freeze” in the spring that hurt the acorn crops and browse.  Much of the south had a drought that caused agricultural crops to suffer along with spring plantings for wildlife.  Again, I welcome you to the cruel world of farming!  Hopefully most of you are getting rain and cooler weather and have your plots prepared for when it does rain.  This is going to be a very important year for food plots and hopefully “Mother Nature” will cooperate.

I want to address a few questions that have been often asked …

Planting Dates:

There are several factors to consider when deciding a planting date.  The most important is geographic location, followed by weather conditions.  Here in north Mississippi, I like to plant in late September to early October depending on the rainfall and presence of cooler temperatures.  It is possible to plant here as late as mid November.  I look for temperatures of low 70’s at night and mid 80’s in day.  The further north you are located the earlier these conditions are met and vice versa.   Oak Haven Forages’ website contains a planting-dates map which can be used as a good general rule when weather patterns are normal.  Under good growing conditions cereal grains will grow six inches in one week.  Here in the south, it is common to plant around Labor Day weekend to get the maximum amount of growth before “bow” season.  This can be risky, especially in the south, because of the likelihood of hot, dry weather.  Remember, these are COOL-season, small grains that cannot tolerate the heat and dryness of late summer!  It is usually best to prepare your plots ahead of time, but plant only when conditions are right and hope they don’t change!

Planting Rates:

Habitat and wildlife numbers dictate planting rates.  Oak Haven Forages bags are 55# to the acre under normal conditions.  If you have poor habitat such as closed canopy that will not allow sunlight to penetrate to the ground, poor soils, or improperly managed timber along with high deer densities, the planting rates need to be higher.  Higher rates on these blends might be 75# or even higher.  Normally, though, 75# will be enough.  Remember that if a higher planting rate is used there also has to be a higher fertilizer rate, which makes proper Ph even more crucial.  If your area is properly managed, you will only need one 55# bag per acre.

Seed Inoculates:

Inoculates is live bacteria that must be kept cool and moist.  Many seeds that are pre-inoculated are put into seed bags.  After a week or two the live bacteria will dry out and die.  Seeds need to be inoculated at planting time to ensure living bacteria.  Seed inoculate will come in a sealed plastic bag with an expiration date and must be kept cool until use.  There are different types of inoculate for different types of legumes.  For example, clovers require different inoculants than soybeans!  Sometimes inoculates are hard to find.  An alternative is to use a good ammonia nitrate fertilizer such as 13-13-13.  This adds the extra nitrogen that inoculates would have added without hurting the plants.  If clovers, soybeans, or cowpeas have been grown for two or more years in the same food plot or field, it will not be necessary to use inoculates because of the bacteria already present in the soil.

I hope this information will be helpful to you and always feel free to ask any other questions you may have!

Thanks,

Steve Payne

Oak Haven Forages, LLC 

