____________________ 

* - Oak Haven now accepts credit cards 
* - $5 OFF promo code on Whitetail Haven
* - Steve talks about Food Plots, Round-up Ready soybeans, and Inoculants 
____________________ 


Oak Haven now accepts credit card orders through Paypal.   Online orders include shipping and handling costs.  Seeds and blends sold by the bag vary in shipping costs depending upon where it is being shipped.  Seeds sold by the pound are $5 for the first pound and 65 cents for each additional pound for shipping and handling.  If you plan to arrange for pickup or have special needs not covered by our website, you can email us for a quote and we can send you a custom invoice that can still be used to pay by credit card.

Cart instructions – add the product you wish to purchase to your cart.  You may add multiple items to your cart.  Change the quantity you wish to purchase and click UPDATE CART.  When ready to check on shipping costs and possibly make your purchase, click PROCEED TO CHECKOUT.  If your cart includes any pre-measured bags, you may click on the link CALCULATE TOTAL ORDER AMOUNT near the top that allows you to insert your UPS deliverable zip code and see shipping costs.  Cart items that are sold by the pound are already calculated for you beforehand.  After viewing the shipping costs, you may continue your purchase by filling out the Paypal non-member form or by logging into Paypal.


 ____________________ 

As an Oak Haven subscriber, for a limited time you can get Whitetail Haven at $5 off the advertised price for every bag purchased when ordered and shipped online through our website using your credit card!  Just go to the bottom of our PRICES / ORDER PAGE and enter promotion code: bigbucks

Hit submit and the page should refresh with a new ADD TO CART button at the bottom of the page for Whitetail Haven at the promotional price and continue order procedures as normal.  You can still add additional items to your cart for purchase!

 
____________________ 


Now here is Steve: 


Hey folks, it is springtime again. Time to pull soil samples and apply lime as needed since it takes 3-6 months to adjust your soils to 6-7 ph. Remember all management practices should be preformed from February to October of each year, this will allow your hunting area to be quiet from October to Janurary. 

There are three rules to proper wildlife management, first is Habitat management, second is food plot establishment and maintenance, and third is population control. 

Habitat control consists of burning and thinning of trees. Burning should be done in late February and March of each year. I also prefer landowners with open fields to clip in the months of February to mid April. This will allow browse and native forbs to be kept below the 3-foot level and allow for native forbs such as partridge pea, blackberries, honeysuckle, ragweed and others to produce seed during the summer. Many land owners want to clip fields in the fall, which will destroy seed production and cover for all wildlife. Fall and late summer clipping should be for maintenance of food plots, fire lanes, right of ways, and roads.

It is also time to decide what is to be planted for the spring. A good legume or a mix of legumes should be planted in late April to June. A good mix is group 5-7 forage soybeans, vining forage soybeans and cowpeas. Other seeds such as sweet sorghums, sunflowers, regular sorghums and corn can be added. Always remember that summer plots should be your largest fields of 5+ acres that have the best soils and are level and capable of holding moisture throughout the dry summer. Deer will probably consume small fields of less than 3 acres quickly unless your habitat is excellent and deer populations are under control. 

I get a lot of people asking questions about Round-up ready soybeans vs. conventional soybeans. The basis rules are simple, if your habitat is in excellent shape and capable of supporting the deer-carrying capacity alone and your carrying capacity is well managed, then a forage type soybean will work. If you have severe weed problems, it is best to use a Round-up variety but they will cost twice as much to plant as conventional soybeans. You can also alternate every other year between Round up and conventional to help keep weeds out and save money. Conventional soybeans can be kept clean by using premerges such as Prowl for grasses and Pursuit or Scepter for broadleaves. Prices for these chemicals will run about 5-6 dollars per acre for Prowl and $10 per acre for Pursuit or Scepter. These premerges are applied at planting by using a small spray rig and spraying over the top of the dirt when seeds are spread and then covered up with the seeds. If the seeds are drilled, spray right over the dirt in front of the planter or drill. Try to apply premerges and seed within a week of rain. Round-up chemical prices have doubled since last year. If you have poor habitat, small food plots and too many deer, you will probably not see a big difference between regular soybeans and forage soybeans. Forage soybeans can withstand browsing better than regular soybeans, but Mother Nature has many tricks to play such as drought, too many deer, poor habitat, poor soils, and insects. All of these factors must be considered when choosing soybean varieties and Round-up ready seeds. 

The best advice I can give is to try several different group 5 and higher soybean varieties of round up and conventional to see what works best in your area. I have seen many food plots that will not work no matter what type of soybean you plant, it will be wiped out in a matter of a few days or weeks. Conditions, habitat, food plot size, soils, and deer numbers must all be correct for any warm season food plot to work. I urge all of you to work hard at establishing good summer food plots, they are one of the major keys to bigger bucks and a healthy wildlife population!

Another frequently asked question is that of pre-inoculated seeds.  Oak Haven does not coat their seeds because they are bagged before shipping.  The key item in inoculates is the bacteria.  When seeds are bagged, the bacterium dries up and dies quickly.  Therefore, it is a waste of money for everyone to pre-inoculate seeds which are to be bagged later!

In any inoculate, bacteria is added to the soil.  The bacteria produce nitrogen, which the plants thrive on.  If one plants in the same area that has been inoculated the past year or two, then the ground already has the bacteria in it and will not need to be inoculated again.  One can also substitute or supplement with 13-13-13 fertilizers to give plants the needed nitrogen.

Thanks to all our customers and subscribers,

Steve Payne

Oak Haven Forages, LLC

662-562-6980

steve@oakhavenforages.com

